
SITE SANTA FE PRESENTS FIRST U.S. EXHIBITION OF COLOMBIAN ARTIST
OSWALDO MACIÁ

NEW CARTOGRAPHIES OF SMELL MIGRATION | SANTA FE

October 1, 2021 - October 31, 2021

Opening Events: October 1, 2021 5:00 - 9:00 pm

Oswaldo Maciá, Cartographies of Smell Migration, 2021, Installation view at Kunsthalle Bremen, image courtesy of the artist,
photo by Franziska von den Driesch

Santa Fe, NM, September 10, 2021 - SITE Santa Fe is pleased to introduce New
Cartographies Of Smell Migration | Santa Fe, a multi-sensory sculptural installation by
Colombian artist Oswaldo Maciá. This immersive installation celebrates movement and
migration through sound, smell, and sight.

- more -



"We know that knowledge is formed by the sum of our senses. The sense of sight has
fallen short in explaining the complex questions of our present,” states Maciá. “My
proposal for this type of sculpture is to expand the language of vision and give space
to both the olfactory and acoustic languages. Perhaps the combination of these senses,
olfactory, acoustic, will lead us to formulate other forms of questions, and consequently
other answers.”

Set among hand-painted maps annotated with the cultural history and biological role
of smell, this olfactory-acoustic sculpture diffuses the fragrance of tree resins sourced
from forests in El Salvador and Honduras. These resins have played major cultural,
religious, and medicinal roles among Indigenous peoples of the Americas since time
immemorial and have been exported globally since the 16th century. The
accompanying audio sculpture features a blend of sounds, including wind recorded in
various deserts around the world and insects from the rainforests of the Chocó region
of Colombia.

“It is a real privilege to introduce Oswaldo Maciá’s New Cartographies of Smell
Migration | Santa Fe to New Mexico,” says Louis Grachos, SITE Santa Fe’s Phillips
Executive Director. “The subject matter of this installation not only engages all the
senses but also addresses timely global issues of migration and cross-pollination in an
innovative and inspiring way.”

New Cartographies Of Smell Migration | Santa Fe opens Friday, October 1, from 5-9
p.m. in conjunction with two other exhibition openings at SITE Santa Fe, SITElab 15:
Joanna Keane Lopez: Land Craft Theatre and Creative Residencies: Johnny Ortiz.
Festivities will include musical performances by Nizhonniya Austin and ¡Hijo! and food
by Fusion Tacos in SITE Santa Fe’s entrance courtyard and lobby.

About Oswaldo Maci  á
Oswaldo Maciá creates olfactory-acoustic sculptures responding to time, place, and the
ever-changing nature of our planet. Stimulating questions about how we find our place
in the world, Maciá’s immersive scenarios of sound and smell are held in international
art collections and have been exhibited globally, including at Tate Modern, Tate Britain,
Manifesta 9, Venice Biennial, Daros Latinamerica, Riga Biennial, MOCO Montpellier
Contemporain, and Porto Alegre Biennial. Maciá won the Golden Pear at the 2018 Art
& Olfaction Awards for his experimental work with scent; in 2015 was awarded a public
commission for the city of Bogotá, creating the first public sound sculpture in the
southern hemisphere; and in 2011 received the prestigious first prize at the 2011 Bienal
de Cuenca, Ecuador. Maciá was born in the Caribbean city of Cartagena de Indias,
Colombia. He lives and works in London and New Mexico. Focusing on migration and

https://sitesantafe.org/exhibition/sitelab-15/
https://sitesantafe.org/exhibition/sitelab-15/
https://sitesantafe.org/exhibition/creative-residencies/


cross-pollination, Maciá is currently working on a major site-specific work for the
fortified walls of his home city of Cartagena de Indias and on new commissions with
Kunsthalle Bremen in Germany and Laznia Centre for Contemporary Art in Gdańsk,
Poland.

Thank You
New Cartographies Of Smell Migration | Santa Fe is made possible by the support of
NELIXIA.

Additional funding is provided by the City of Santa Fe Arts and Culture Department and the
1% Lodgers’ Tax.

About SITE Santa Fe
SITE Santa Fe opened in 1995 to present what was then the only international biennial of
contemporary art in the United States, and one of only a handful of biennials around the world.
From the very beginning, SITE Santa Fe established a commitment to a risk-taking and
visionary perspective that continues to drive its programs today. Year-round exhibitions and
educational programs encourage the creative and intellectual potential of the audience and
uphold the region’s tradition of fostering avant-garde art.

As an institution with a year-round contemporary art program, SITE Santa Fe hosts an Art &
Culture series of lectures and performances, as well as an extensive education and outreach
program for local schools, all of which attract over 20,000 local, national, and international
visitors annually. Since its launch, SITE Santa Fe has presented over 100
exhibitions—including ten biennials—of works by over 750 international artists.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON SITE SANTA FE CAN BE FOUND AT SITESANTAFE.ORG.

FOLLOW SITE SANTA FE ON FACEBOOK, TWITTER, AND INSTAGRAM.

VISUALS AVAILABLE
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