
SITE Santa Fe Announces SPREAD 7.0 Finalists

Seventh Community Micro Grant for New Mexico Artists

For Immediate Release - March 23, 2021, Santa Fe, NM - SITE Santa Fe is pleased to announce

this year’s SPREAD finalists, SITE’s long-running special event designed to generate

community-driven financial support to fund New Mexico artists.

Small Grants for Big Ideas: After a short hiatus, SPREAD returns to SITE Santa Fe with a fully

virtual iteration this spring. A signature SITE event since 2011, SPREAD is a unique initiative that

provides visibility, career development support, and funding for New Mexico-based artists. SITE

is delighted to announce the six finalists who have been selected by our esteemed jury.

Meet the Finalists:

hazel batrezchavez

hazel batrezchavez (b.1994) on Stolen Land of Shawnee Tribe- Shelby, OH is

an artist, educator, activist, poet, and organizer whose praxis revolves

around creating spaces of agency by centering anti-colonial gestures,

inverting practices of authority, and critiquing violence related to skin color,

and language. Often their work bears witness to their family’s generational

experiences of migration, isolation, and resistance from México and El

Salvador to the united states. Their work moves freely between large-scale

sculpture, poetry, sound-video installation, textiles, and performance. Their

most recent performance in El Paso, Tx., La Luchadora (2019-ongoing)

subverts the role of the Paletero (Popsicle Man) by distributing Know Your

Rights information on napkins and free paletas.

batrezchavez received their Bachelor of Arts Degree in Studio Art and Anthropology from Grinnell

College in 2017 and Master of Fine Arts from the University of New Mexico in Sculpture in 2020.

-more-



Mira Burack

Mira Burack lives in the Ortiz mountains of New Mexico on the unceded
land of Pueblo people. She is engaged by the materials and living beings in
her daily life – plants, textiles, animals, and family – and the interior and
exterior spaces around her where meaningful life experiences take place -
the bed, the landscape, the table, and the home. How do these elements of
daily life teach intimacy, engage the senses, provide comfort, heal, invite
rest, and elicit pleasure? Burack received an MFA from Cranbrook Academy
of Art and a BA in Studio Art and Psychology from Pepperdine University.
She has exhibited her work internationally, and in 2020, she was selected for
the Women to Watch exhibition at the National Museum for Women in the

Arts and nominated for a Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters & Sculptors grant. She spends her time
learning from the high desert land, making, and enjoying her family.

mk

mk is an artist living in Albuquerque, New Mexico. In 2017, they received

their BFA in Photography and Digital Media from the University of Houston

and are currently attending the University of New Mexico for their MFA in

Photography. They are originally from a small rural town by the name of

Sulligent, Alabama, and this place has become a driving force for the mass

majority of their work.

Using found items, stories, and the longing to be back in this small town.

mk investigates coping mechanisms through the function of photographic

memory within the last remaining archives in their immediate family. They

work in a variety of mediums ranging from photography, printmaking, and

sculpture in order to pursue and question their upbringing, identity, family, and the terms of loss and

memory.

Diego Medina

Diego Medina is an artist, poet, and educator from Las Cruces, New

Mexico. His family is one of the original Piro/Manso/Tiwa families from the

historic Mesquite district. As an artist, Diego’s work visualizes intricate

metaphors that combine cultural knowledge and ancestral wisdom with

passion and poetics, often with invitations to join in prayer. For Diego,

prayer is the finest art because it informs our conscious will, our

expressions of love, connects us with sacred ancestral knowledge, and

strengthens our spiritual kinship. Through prayer, Diego channels timeless

truths that he translates into visual fantasies and meditative spirit maps

that utilize cultural iconography and histories. Diego currently resides in Nambe, New Mexico, and works

at the SAR Indian  Arts Research Center.
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Dorothy Melander-Dayton

Dorothy was born and raised in Santa Fe and resides there currently. She
attended the University of Pennsylvania for her undergraduate degree in
Visual Studies and obtained her master’s degree in Performance Design and
Practice from Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts, London.
Dorothy’s practice spans performance, video, puppetry, and installation. In
addition, she works as a freelance theater designer and is a core ensemble
member of the Detroit-based company A Host of People. Dorothy’s artistic
thematics include investigations of place and travel, the body, and global
exchanges of goods, culture, and value as experienced through late-stage
capitalism. She has participated in artist residencies and shown work in
Mexico, Germany, Greece, the United Kingdom, Italy, Japan, and Taiwan, as
well as domestically in Detroit, Chicago, New Orleans, Cleveland,

Greensboro, and Santa Fe. To learn more about Dorothy and her work, please visit her website at
surrenderdorothy.org

Martin Wannam

Martín Wannam (b. 1992, Guatemala) is a visual artist and educator whose
work looks critically at the historical, social, and political climate of Central
America, specifically examining its impact on the queer individual. He uses
photography, sculpture, and performance as a tool of iconoclasm for a
constant evaluation of systematic structures such as religion, folklore, and
white supremacy through a queer lens.
He received his MFA in Photography from the University of New Mexico in
Spring 2020, a Diploma in Contemporary photography from La Fototeca (GT)
in 2016, and their BA in Graphic Design from the Universidad Rafael Landivar
(GT) in 2015. Wannam has exhibited nationally and internationally, including
various group and solo shows in Guatemala, The United States, Rotterdam,

and Korea. Wannam is the recipient of a Special Mention in the category Serie in PHOTO PRIDE 2020,
Fulcrum Fund 516 (2020), Coke Newhall Photo Fellowship (2020), MaryAnn Evans Grant (2019), SPE
Student Award for Innovations in Imaging (2018), and Site Scholar (2018-2019).  Currently, he resides in
Albuquerque, NM working with the Fronteristxs Collective and teaching as an Adjunct professor at the
University of New Mexico.
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ABOUT SPREAD:

SPREAD begins with an application and a jurying process that leads to the selection of six

SPREAD Finalist artists.  SITE’s SPREAD TEAM, Carolina Franco, Press and Administrative

Coordinator, Brandee Caoba, Assistant Curator, and special guest,  Jadira Gurulé,  Curator for the

Art Museum of the National Hispanic Cultural Center, will work closely with each Finalist to

develop a short pitch and presentation introducing their project and making a case for funding.

Traditionally, the main SPREAD event takes the form of a large-scale dinner with live

presentations made by all of the Finalist artists. Mass gatherings like SITE’s SPREAD dinner are

not possible, as we adhere to current State Health Orders. However, art must go on! We have

reimagined SPREAD in a virtual format, with Finalist artists creating video pitch segments, with

crowdfunding taking place online, and with a LIVE virtual event to announce the winner.

SAVE THE DATES:

- Online Voting for your favorite Finalist  begins May 20, 2021, through spreadsantafe.com

- Live virtual event announcing SPREAD 7.0’s winner June 17, 2021

###

For further information on SITE Santa Fe can be found at sitesantafe.org

Follow SITE Santa Fe on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram via the hashtag #sitesantafe

Media Contact; Carolina Franco

Press and Administrative Coordinator, SITE Santa Fe

T: +1 (505) 989-1199 x12 | E: franco@sitesantafe.org
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