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SHoP ARCHITECTS TO DESIGN NEW BUILDING EXPANSION FOR S ITE SANTA 
FE ,  A  CONTEMPORARY ART SPACE 

 
Santa  Fe ,  New Mex ico ,  October  19 ,  2015 –  SITE Santa Fe, committed to presenting the 
cutting edge in contemporary art and expanding traditional museum experiences, announces a major 
expansion designed by SHoP Architects. When completed, the new building will greatly 
enhance SITE Santa Fe’s capacity with a total of 36,000 square feet of interior and exterior 
space to further serve the creative community and city of Santa Fe. The project will break 
ground in August 2016 and is slated for completion by summer 2017. 
 
“SITE Santa Fe has a tremendous history of working with acclaimed architects who have all left their 
mark on SITE,” said Irene Hofmann, Phillips Director and Chief Curator, SITE Santa Fe. “In 
choosing SHoP Architects, we again sought out an innovative firm with a strong sense of 
community, civic engagement and the environment. SHoP’s design of our new building addition 
reaffirms our important role in the contemporary art world, positioning SITE for the next 
generation with a bold building that matches the inspiring expressions of the artists we 
champion.” 
 
The new design will address the critical operational and programmatic needs of SITE’s existing 
facilities, while creating an iconic new spatial presence for the innovative cultural institution. 
Located at 1606 Paseo de Peralta—the heart of the burgeoning Santa Fe Railyard, named one of 
six Great Public Spaces in America this year by the American Planning Association—SITE’s 
building expansion will continue to lead the next phase of an already active and dynamic public 
space. 
 
Andrew Wallerstein, SITE Board Chair, said, "SITE's early commitment to the Railyard 20 years ago 
has acted as a catalyst for the redevelopment of the neighborhood, attracting galleries, retailers and 
other arts organizations. Today the Railyard is a hub of contemporary art and community. With this 
bold expansion designed by SHoP, SITE will build on its legacy." 
 
Steven Robinson, President, Santa Fe Railyard Community Corporation, said, "Twenty years ago, 
SITE boldly transformed a beer warehouse in the heart of the nearly abandoned Railyard into an 
internationally renowned and locally beloved venue for contemporary art. Through its innovative 
exhibitions, education programs, special events and community outreach, SITE has become a magnet, 
inspiring and supporting the arts in our city.  The cutting edge design of SITE's new building 
expansion fully complies with the Railyard Master Plan and is enthusiastically endorsed by the Santa 
Fe Railyard Community Corporation. Indeed, the design brings a model of world class architecture to 
our city." 
 
Led by SHoP principals, and project director, Ayumi Sugiyama, the design emphasizes SITE’s 
role as a progressive and dynamic cultural hub, while considering the current structure and 
SITE’s increased national and international profile. The nearly 15,000 square feet of new interior 
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and exterior spaces represent SITE’s growth and enhanced capacity to present the best in 
contemporary art and to host more educational programs in-house. 
 
“We are thrilled to have this opportunity to work with SITE Santa Fe to help transform its current 
home,” SHoP principal Christopher Sharples said. “Our design is based around the idea that art 
doesn’t have to be experienced in isolation. The galleries will become unique and intimate places to 
interact with art, even as the building itself opens up to the neighboring park, the life of the Railyard 
district, and gives SITE a greater presence in the landscape of the city as a whole.”   
 
Key features of SHoP Architects’ design for SITE Santa Fe include: the new SITElab Exhibition 
gallery, which will expand to become an 1,800 square foot gallery; a new 3,000 square foot 
flexible lecture and event space; an Education Lab, featuring a 540 square foot classroom to 
welcome students from the surrounding areas; and new outdoor gathering and social spaces, 
including the 1,740 square foot Entrance Sculpture Court and the 1,825 square foot Sky 
Mezzanine. 
 
The building’s low-slung form establishes a dialogue with Santa Fe Railyard Park and 
surrounding buildings, while an entrance court and rear porch (framed by a soaring layered and 
perforated façade), function as inviting and expansive public gathering spaces. Drawing 
inspiration from traditional Navajo patternmaking, and anchored in the distinctive material 
qualities of the Santa Fe Railyard, the building’s exterior not only reflects the rich history and 
culture of the American Southwest, but also expresses a contemporary aesthetic that is 
authentic to SITE Santa Fe.  

About  SHoP Arch i tec ts  
SHoP is an award-winning architecture firm with a staff of over 180 talented architects, 
designers and engineers. Since 1996, SHoP has set the standard for creative innovation in the 
field, modeling a new way forward with its unconventional approach to creating built solutions at 
every scale. At the heart of the firm’s method is a willingness to question accepted patterns of 
practice, coupled with the courage to expand, where necessary, beyond the architect’s 
traditional roles. Recent and current work includes the Barclays Center arena in Brooklyn, 
Manhattan’s East River Esplanade, the New Academic Building for the Fashion Institute of 
Technology in New York City, and the Botswana Innovation Hub in Gaborone. 

 
About  S ITE Santa  Fe  
SITE Santa Fe opened in 1995 to present what was then the only international biennial of 
contemporary art in the United States, and one of only a handful of biennials around the world. 
From the very beginning, SITE established a commitment to a risk-taking and visionary 
perspective that continues to drive its programs today. Year-round exhibitions and educational 
programs encourage the creative and intellectual potential of the audience and uphold the 
region’s tradition of fostering avant-garde art. In July 2016 SITE Santa Fe will present the second 
installment of SITElines.2016: New Perspectives on Art of the Americas, a re-imagined biennial 
exhibition series with a focus on contemporary art from the Americas. 
 
As an institution with a year-round contemporary art program, SITE hosts an Art & Culture series 
of lectures and performances, as well as an extensive education and outreach program for local 
schools, all of which attract over 25,000 local, national and international visitors annually. Since 
its launch, SITE has presented over 100 exhibitions — including nine biennials — of works by over 
700 international artists.  
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FURTHER INFORMATION ON SITE SANTA FE CAN BE FOUND AT SITESANTAFE.ORG 
 
Media contacts: 
 
SITE Santa Fe 
Anne Wrinkle 
1 (505) 989-1199  
wrinkle@sitesantafe.org 
 
Blue Medium Inc. 
Michelle DiLello  
+1 (212) 675-1800                                                      
michelle@bluemedium.com 
 
SHoP Architects 
Allison Dolegowski 
+ 1 (212) 889-9005 
ald@shoparc.com 


