
WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR
  

TOMORROW
As SITE Santa Fe celebrates 20 years as one of 
the most unique and infl uential contemporary art 
centers in the  United States, we look to the future 
and to a vision for SITE that improves and expands 
our aging facility to better serve our  expanding 
 audiences, creates vibrant gathering spaces at 
SITE for our community, strengthens our institution 
for the future, and introduces a new architectural 
form in the Railyard District of Santa Fe.

SITE Santa Fe’s building renovation and expansion  addresses  critical 
operational and programmatic needs, while  simultaneously creating
a new iconic presence for SITE. The building’s low-slung form 
 establishes a dialogue with Santa Fe Railyard Park and surrounding 
buildings, while an entrance court and rear porch, framed by a soaring 
layered and  perforated façade, create public gathering spaces and 
invite visitors  inside. Taking inspiration from traditional Navajo pattern 
making and incorporating material qualities of the Santa Fe  Railyard, 
the exterior of the building not only refl ects the history and culture 
of the American Southwest, but also  expresses a contemporary 
aesthetic that is  authentically SITE Santa Fe.

SITE Santa Fe
1606 Paseo de Peralta
Santa Fe, NM 87501
sitesantafe.org



Q: How was the architect selected for SITE’s project?

SITE Santa Fe has a great history of working with high profile architects and 
designers. Richard Gluckman, Tod Williams and Billie Tsien, David Adjaye, Graft 
Design, and Greg Lynn have all made their mark on SITE over the years. In con-
ceiving SITE’s building addition, we once again looked to the realm of world-
class architects and sought out a creative and innovative firm with both an 
international profile and a strong sense of community and civic engagement.

In 2014, SHoP Architects was selected to design SITE’s building expansion. 
Local Santa Fe-based architect Greg Allegretti is serving as our architect of 
record and will oversee the construction of the building.

Q: How much new space will SITE be adding with this expansion?

SITE will gain about 10,000 square feet of new interior space. In addition,  
nearly 5,000 square feet of new exterior spaces will be created. No expansion 
of our lease parcel was required by this project.

Q: Was SITE’s building expansion approved by the City of Santa  
     Fe Planning Commission or City Council?

There was no requirement for review by either of these City regulatory bodies. 
The SITE Santa Fe building is located in the Santa Fe Railyard which is a 
Redevelopment District governed by its own unique project review require-
ments. The approval authority for building additions in the Railyard comprising 
less than 50% of the original building square footage is the Santa Fe Railyard 
Community Corporation. The square footage of the existing SITE Santa Fe 
building is 21,260 SF. The expansion is 10,170 square feet which represents a 
48% increase in total building size.

All other parameters of the proposed expansion project such as height, parcel 
coverage ratio, etc. comply with the Railyard Master Design Guidelines, so no 
additional City approvals are required because there are no variances to the 
Master Plan architectural standards.

SITE’s Design plans received approval from the Railyard Community  
Corporation’s Architectural Review Committee in April of 2015.

Q: What are the Green qualities of the building design?

There are many environmentally friendly aspects and practices at the  
heart of our building design. Highlights of the sustainable qualities of our 
building include: adaptive reuse of our existing building, water use reduction 
fixtures, high-efficiency mechanical systems, and many materials made from  
recycled content. Additionally, SITE’s new design allows us to continue to 
harvest rooftop water for use in irrigating the Park through the City’s water 
collections system.

Q: With a metal cladding as part of the new façade, will this cause  
     reflection or glare in our bright New Mexico sunlight?

SITE’s building cladding will not cause significant reflection, glare, or excess 
heat. In fact, our studies of the Light Reflectance Value (LRV) of our matte  
medium gray metal cladding, show that the LRV will be considerably lower  
than the existing taupe stucco color of SITE’s current building.

Q: When will SITE break ground and how long will the  
     construction take place?

We hope to break ground in August 2016 and complete the project  
within 12 months.

Q: Will my street or business be affected by the construction?

We do not expect any road closures during the construction and will have  
a designated staging area in one of the Railyard’s vacant lease parcels for  
construction parking and equipment and materials staging if one is available.

Q: Once the building opens, how will SITE accommodate parking 
     for its expanded audience?

City Parking in the back of SITE’s building presently accommodates 36 cars 
and the adjacent lot accommodates an additional 119 cars.  Over the past 
several years, on any given day, these lots rarely exceed 25% capacity. We 
anticipate these lots to be able to accommodate a future increase in SITE’s  
attendance. When SITE does host large-scale events such as Gala Parties (a 
few days a year), SITE hires parking attendants to direct guests to City Parking 
Lots that SITE buys out for the evening, ensuring that our visitors have parking.  
Moreover, SITE will continue to monitor parking usage and needs in  
conjunction with SFRCC and the City to efficiently utilize the 900 parking  
spaces throughout the North Railyard.
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