
 
 

 
 
 

SITE SANTA FE ANNOUNC ES NEW C APITAL C AMPAIG N G RANT  
OF $1 MILLION FROM THE BURNETT FOUNDATION 

and 
C OMMENC EMENT OF FINAL PHASE OF SITE TOMORROW  EXPANSION 

PROJEC T 
 
February 3, 2017 - SITE Santa Fe announced today that it has been awarded a $1 million 
Matching G rant by the Burnett Foundation to help complete its SITE Tomorrow 
capital campaign dedicated to expanding its facility and increasing its endowment.  
 
As it begins the most transformative year in its 22-year history, SITE is already five months into a 
significant renovation and expansion of its original beer warehouse home. The project – designed 
by SHoP architects — will reinvent SITE and increase its capacity to engage the city of Santa Fe 
and beyond.  
 
Phase One of the project, now nearly complete, includes an addition behind the current building 
that includes spaces for education, public programs and events. Phase Two, currently underway, 
renovates the existing galleries and includes creating expanded gallery and lobby spaces in the 
front of the museum and installing a new HVAC system.  
 
SITE Tomorrow brings SITE Santa Fe’s operation and program to a new level of artistic impact, 
financial strength, and engagement with the community. The goal for SITE Tomorrow is $11.5 
million; $9 million has been secured to date. The Burnett Foundation Matching grant 
issues the challenge and new momentum to reach the final goal.  
 
Once the campaign goal is reached, the use of the funds is planned as follows: 
 

+  $3 million allocated to the endowment allowing the endowment to grow to $10 million by   
2019 
+ $8 million allocated to the renovation and expansion of the building  
+ $250,000  allocated for the equipment and furnishings needed in the new facility 
+ $250,000  allocated for operating and building reserves to allow proper management of 
seasonal cash flow fluctuations and future facility maintenance 

 
Andrew W allerstein, SITE Board Chair, stated, “My colleagues on SITE’s Board of Directors 
and a close circle of friends have been extraordinarily generous to this campaign and have made it 
possible to come this far. Now we turn to our community, to a larger group of SITE members, 



patrons, and arts enthusiasts in Santa Fe and beyond for support to complete our building and 
open our doors to all in Santa Fe.” 
 
Speaking about the programmatic and artistic goals made possible by the project, SITE’s Phillips 
Director & Chief Curator, Irene Hofmann notes, “With this renovation, which includes significant 
building upgrades such as climate control, we increase the range of the work we can present to 
the public. New exhibition opportunities will be possible in our new building as well, including: a 
new SITE Lab project space that will enable us to present smaller exhibitions all year round, and a 
range of new public spaces for short and long-term installations. And finally, our new building will 
feature a nearly 3,000-square-foot flexible use Auditorium. This new space, that will be named in 
honor of the late Marlene Nathan Meyerson, SITE Board member (1999-2017), and former 
Board Chair, will allow us to bring all of our popular programs, lectures, and events into our 
building for the first time in a beautiful purpose-built space.” 
 
C ampaign Vision 
As SITE Santa Fe marks 22 years as one of the most unique and influential contemporary art 
centers in the United States, SITE looks to the future and to a vision that improves and expands 
an aging facility to better serve its growing audiences, creates vibrant spaces at SITE for this 
creative community, strengthens this institution for the future, and brings a stunning contemporary 
building to Santa Fe’s landscape. 
 
Over the last two years SITE’s staff and Board have worked closely with SHoP Architects as they 
have created a design for SITE that will provide elegant new spaces within the building and an 
iconic new form on the exterior of the building. Their design is distinguished by a perforated metal 
cladding that will unify the existing building with new additions in both the front and the back. 
 
In the Spring of 2015, SHoP’s design plans for SITE were approved by the Santa Fe Railyard 
Community Corporation Design Review Committee.  In early summer of 2016, the Campaign 
Fundraising goal reached 75%, and the building permit was issued. Just a few months later, the 
project broke ground with Board, Members, neighbors, and Railyard and City officials on hand to 
celebrate. Today, with Phase One early finished and Phase Two underway, SITE is less than eight 
months away from welcoming Santa Fe and the world to its new building.  The target opening 
date is late September 2017. 
 
Upon completion, the new building will add approximately 15,000 square feet of new interior and 
exterior spaces to the existing19,000-square-foot building. 
 
About SITE Santa Fe 
SITE Santa Fe opened in 1995 to present what was then the only international biennial of 
contemporary art in the United States, and one of only a handful of biennials around the world. 
From the very beginning, SITE established a commitment to a risk-taking and visionary perspective 
that continues to drive its programs today. Year-round exhibitions and educational programs 
encourage the creative and intellectual potential of the audience and uphold the region’s tradition 
of fostering avant-garde art. From July 2016-Jan 2017, SITE Santa Fe presented the second 
installment of SITElines.2016: New Perspectives on Art of the Americas, a re-imagined biennial 
exhibition series with a focus on contemporary art from the Americas. 
 



 
As an institution with a year-round contemporary art program, SITE hosts an Art & Culture series 
of lectures and performances, as well as an extensive education and outreach program for local 
schools, all of which attract over 25,000 local, national and international visitors annually. Since its 
launch, SITE has presented over 100 exhibitions — including ten biennials — of works by over 700 
international artists.  
 
Further information on SITE Santa Fe can be found at sitesantafe.org.  
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