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SITE Santa Fe to Present First Concentrated Survey 
Of The Work of American Performance Artist 

Linda Mary Montano 
 

Linda Mary Montano: Always Creative 
February 23-May 19, 2013 

Press Preview with the Artist, Thursday, Feb. 21, 11 am-12 pm 
 

Members’ Preview with the Artist: Thursday, Feb. 21, 5:30-7 pm 
Public Opening and Performance, Friday, Feb. 22, 5-7 pm 

 

 
Image: Linda Montano, Kingson, NY 1985, courtesy of the artist. 

 
January 10, 2013 - SITE Santa Fe is pleased to present Linda Mary Montano: Always Creative, a 
concentrated exhibition of the work of American performance artist Linda Mary Montano (b. 1942).  This 
exhibition will consider the breadth of the artist’s practice through a careful selection of works from 1969-
present. In a career spanning over forty years, Montano has created works in a variety of forms that explore 
the interaction between art and life. At the heart of her practice is the belief that the strategies employed in 
the creation of and engagement with art, such as focused attention, openness, and awareness, can 
enhance the quality of one’s life, if turned toward everyday activities. Similarly, the experiences of one’s life 
can enrich one’s art. This exhibition is curated by Janet Dees, SITE’s Assistant Curator, in collaboration with 
the artist. 
 
Linda Mary Montano: Always Creative will survey the various themes and strategies that Montano has 
employed in her practice.  These include collaborations with other artists, character-based performances, 



	  

art/life performances, interviews, writings and art/life counseling. The exhibition will present approximately 
15 works including live performance, drawings, video, performance documentation and artifacts. The title of 
the exhibition comes from a 2003 video work in which Montano interviewed several members of her upstate 
New York community about the ways they continue to be active as they enter their 80’s and 90’s. Included 
will be seminal works such as Mitchell’s Death (1977), a meditative film in which Montano used 
acupuncture to help heal the grief associated with the death of her husband, as well as artifacts and 
documentation from Montano’s art/life performance Fourteen Years of Living Art (1984-98). Fourteen Years 
of Living Art was an extended study of the chakras performed in two cycles of seven years each. In each 
cycle one year was dedicated to each of the seven chakras. Among other activities, for the first seven years 
of this performance (1984-91), Montano conducted art/life counseling once a month in the window project 
space of New York’s New Museum. The color of the room was changed to reflect the color associated with 
that year’s chakra. Montano developed art/life counseling to share her techniques with others. Always 
Creative will also include many elements that will prompt audience participation. Montano has created a 
new two-part performance work Singing My Heart Out…, which she will perform at the opening and closing 
of the exhibition.  Montano will conduct one-on-one Art/Life counseling sessions in-person and via Skype at 
selected times during the run of the show.  
 
The exhibition will be accompanied by a fully illustrated (approximately 150 page) publication You Too Are a 
Performance Artist: Art in Everyday Life, produced by SITE Santa Fe. This publication will function as a 
performance art workbook consisting of newly created performance instructions paired with documentation 
of several of Montano’s performances from 1969 onward. It will include interviews with the artist by Moira 
Roth, Charles Duncan, and an essay by Janet Dees. 
 
In addition to State of Mind: New California Art Circa 1970, which will be on view at SITE at the same time 
as Always Creative, Montano’s work has been included recent important historical survey exhibitions 
including WACK! Art and the Feminist Revolution (Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles  & MoMA 
P.S. 1) and The Third Mind: American Artists Contemplate Asia: 1860-1989 (Guggenheim Museum).  
Montano’s book Performance Artists Talking in the Eighties was published in 2000 by the University of 
California Press. It consists of over 100 interviews that Montano conducted with artists between 1979 and 
1989 and remains an important source about art in that era.  Letters from Linda M. Montano, an anthology 
of her writings, was published by Routledge in 2005. 
 
This Winter/Spring Season is made possible in part by generous support from Susan Foote & Stephen 
Feinberg, Joann & Gifford Phillips, Barbara & Chuck Moore, and Doris Francis & Louis Erhard.  

Special Events and Public Programs 
The public is invited to engage with Linda Montano and her exhibition on multiple occasions. For 
the Members’ Preview on Feb. 21, from 5:30-7pm, and the Public Opening on Feb. 22, from 5-7pm, 
visitors are invited to wear clothing in a color associated with one of the seven chakras.  This call for 
audience participation extends an aspect of Montano’s influential work Fourteen Years of Living Art in which 
Montano dedicated one year to meditation on each of the seven chakras, and, among other things, wore 
clothing only in the color associated with the chakra for that year, as listed below: 
 
1st Chakra- Red - Security 
2nd Chakra- Orange- Life Force 
3rd Chakra- Yellow- Courage 
4th Chakra- Green- Compassion 

5th Chakra- Blue- Communication 
6th Chakra- Purple- Intuition 
7th Chakra- White - Bliss 
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Friday, February 22, 12-7 pm 
Linda Montano Opening Performance: Singing My Heart Out 
 
Friday, May 17, 12-7 pm 
Linda Montano Closing Performance: Singing My Heart In 
 
Montano	  has	  created	  a	  new	  two-‐part	  performance	  work,	  entitled	  Singing	  My	  Heart	  Out…Singing	  my	  
Heart	  In,	  which	  she	  will	  perform	  at	  the	  opening	  and	  closing	  of	  the	  exhibition.	  	  For	  this	  endurance	  
performance,	  Montano	  will	  be	  stationed	  in	  front	  of	  SITE	  singing	  along	  to	  the	  music	  of	  Linda	  Ronstadt	  
and	  Raka	  Mukerjee,	  encouraging	  audience	  participation.	  	  At	  the	  opening	  performance	  she	  will	  ascend	  
once	  an	  hour	  for	  seven	  hours	  until	  she	  has	  reached	  the	  top	  of	  the	  building.	  At	  the	  closing,	  she	  will	  start	  
at	  the	  top	  and	  descend	  once	  an	  hour	  for	  seven	  hours	  until	  she	  reaches	  the	  ground.	  
	  
At the Members Preview, the artist will conduct Art/Life Counseling in one-on-one sessions	  in	  
person,	  and	  she	  will	  also	  conduct	  regularly	  scheduled	  one-‐on-‐one	  Art/Life	  Counseling	  session	  via	  Skype	  
during	  the	  run	  of	  the	  exhibition.	  Check	  www.sitesantafe.org	  for	  more	  information.	  
	  
Special	  thanks	  to	  Video	  Data	  Bank	  for	  their	  support	  of	  this	  exhibition. 
 
Also on view at SITE from February 23-May 19, 2012: 
 
State of Mind: New California Art Circa 1970 
Constance M. Lewallen and Karen Moss, Co-Curators 
Organized by iCI Independent Curators International 
(modified version of State of Mind: New California Art Circa 1970 organized by the Orange County Museum of Art 
and The University of California, Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive) 
 
Mungo Thomson: Time, People, Money, Crickets 
Organized by Irene Hofmann, Phillips Director and Chief Curator 
 
ABOUT SITE Santa Fe 
SITE Santa Fe is located at 1606 Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501. Hours: Thursday and Saturday, 10 
AM–5 PM; Friday, 10 AM–7 PM; Sunday, 12 PM–5 PM; closed Monday-Wednesday. Open Wednesdays in July and 
August. Museum admission is $10 for adults and $5 for students, teachers, and seniors; members are free. Free 
admission is offered on Fridays, made possible by a grant from The Brown Foundation, Inc., Houston. Tours by SITE 
Guides are available free of charge to the public. SITE Santa Fe gift certificates are available. Call 505.989.1199 for 
more information. 

SITE PR Contact: Anne Wrinkle, Director of External Affairs, wrinkle@sitesantafe.org, 505.989.1199 x 22 


