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The several months Marco Brambilla spent negotiating with St. Patrick's Old Cathedral to 
show his latest art installation in the Basilica paid off: Those interested in seeing "Creation 
(Megaplex)" started lining Mott Street well before the 9 p.m. showtime on Friday. 
 
"Creation (Megaplex)," a 3-D video collage, is the second piece of Mr. Brambilla's work to 
show in the Catholic church, the first being the now well-known "Civilization (Megaplex)," 
which was bought in 2010 by the Standard hotel in the Meatpacking District. It now 
currently resides in their elevators, where guests of the hotel and the Top of the Standard 
view the heaven-and-hell art installation on the way to the 18th floor. 
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"I had to talk to the monsignor of the church's parish about the subject matter of the piece 
because this one contained a lot more nudity," he explained, adding that the head of the 
church, "is very progressive." 
 
"He was very happy with the turnout of the showing of [Civilization] and he was very happy 
to look at [Creation]," he explained. "One of the things he said that was most interesting 
was a comparison to the Renaissance painters and how they were painting frescos that had 
a lot of nudity, like the Sistine Chapel." 
 
"Creation (Megaplex)," like "Civilization (Megaplex)," takes scenes from movies in popular 
culture and loops them together to form a 3-D video art installation. Combined with a 70-
member choir, the audience sat in the pews of the church and watched Mr. Brambilla's 
work, which included scenes of movies such as "The Sound of Music," wearing 3D glasses. 
 



"It's amazing," said actor Alexander Skarsgard, who towered over the art crowd in a leather 
jacket. "Really phenomenal." Mr. Skarsgard, who was familiar with Mr. Brambilla's work prior 
to attending Friday evening, said he heard about the art installation "from a friend," 
indicating the petite brunette who accompanied him. 
 
Performance artist Marina Abramović was also impressed: "What deeply moved me about 
the Brambilla installation 'Creation' is that we are all a part of his tapestry of images. The 
fact that we are in a church absorbed in a 3-D world anchors the sense of ritual where the 
past and the present merge and give us a sense of togetherness in the vast universe." 
 
"The venue was perfect for this," said Waris Ahluwalia, a friend of Mr. Brambilla. "It's wild; 
This is funny to think this is what's going on in your friend's mind. You're sitting there 
thinking: 'I hope this person isn't crazy.' But then you see his work, and you're like, 'Oh, He 
is!' It's like having insight into someone's mind. I wouldn't want to show someone what's in 
my mind." 
 
Mr. Brambilla, however, showed thousands of guests, starting with friends and family at 9 
p.m., and a public showing afterward. 
 
"I was really happy. The turnout was phenomenal. The church was over capacity. When 
someone asked the monsignor about it, he said, 'I have never seen the church so full 
before,'" Mr. Brambilla said. 
 
As for whether "Creation (Megaplex)" will appear in an elevator like it's predecessor, 
Mr.Brambilla says that is up to the buyer. 
 
"This was made in 3-D and was intended to be seen in 3-D," he explained. "There is 
technology coming out this year with televisions where you don't have to be wearing 
glasses to see it so you would be able to do that in an elevator. This one specifically is the 
first one I designed all in 3-D." 
 
"Creation (Megaplex)" will next be viewed at SITE Santa Fe from June 8-30th. 
 
A version of this article appeared May 6, 2013, on page A21 in the U.S. edition of The Wall 
Street Journal, with the headline: Artist Fills the Pews. 
 


